The President said?Ladies and Gentlemen,?It is my duty to submit the first resolution, namely, "That the report of the Council be adopted and entered on the minutes, and that it be printed and circulated under the direction of the Council." But I trust that, before I put this resolution to the vote, I may be allowed to make a longer speech than I think it has been customary for the chairman to make at our annual meetings, for the year has in some respects been an eventful year for the Association, and there are topics only touched upon in the report which demand, I think, further public treatment from our point of view than they have yet received. and, in accordance with the principle on which the Association always acts, namely, that committees on special subjects should consist of those who have speciaknowledge of those subjects or take a special interest in them, this committee was composed exclusively of the matrons or lady-superintendents of hospitals. The object of the committee was " to secure co-operation or intercourse for mutual assistance and information between the ladies engaged in nursing throughout the country ;" and one of the ladies most active in its formation explained at the first meeting that the reason which actuated her "was the need she had herself experienced of mutual co-operation in connexion with the responsible duties which lady-superintendents and matrons have to discharge at the various hospitals." Very shortly after the formation of the committee the question of the registration of nurses was brought before it by Mrs. Bluett, and a sub-committee was appointed " to consider the advisability of adopting a uniform nurse's certificate, &c." The sub-committee prepared a scheme of registration, which in a slightly modified form was finally adopted by the sectional committee, and was referred by it to the Council of the Association. A meeting of the Council was then called, to which the members of the sectional committee on nursing were invited ; at which meeting the scheme prepared by the sectional committee was discussed, and, with one alteration, unanimously adopted. all the leading and best-known training schools, desired to be let alone, on the grounds that they had all established registers of their own to meet their special requirements; that they should lose rather than gain by any system partaking of amalgamation; and that the time had not arrived for a central organisation to be delegated with authority to control the action of the various bodies, commercial and charitable, entrusted with the management of nurses.
The report which the committee drew up on the subject concluded as follows : " The results of the inquiry all tend to confirm the opinion that it would be premature on the part of the committee to recommend to the Council a common basis cn which a general system of registration for nurses should be framed, however advisable it may be for every hospital, being also a nurse-training institution, to 
